
February 27th, 2023

Dear Representative Luxenberg, Senator Moore, and members of the Housing Committee:

My name is Constanza Segovia and I live in Hartford. I am a homeowner in CT, and spent many years as a renter.
I am testifying in support of a rent cap and in support of SB4, although it needs drastic amendments in order to
really protect tenants.

I’m a community organizer and member of Hartford Deportation Defense. Our organization represents 160+ immigrant
families in the Hartford area, and we work alongside our neighbors to build a just and dignified future for our families
and community. We are also members of Recovery For All – bringing together more than 60 community, faith, and labor
organizations. HB 6588 is also part of the Recovery For All Equity Agenda.

I am here to ask you to put yourself in the shoes of someone who is undocumented, or someone who is poor and
working several jobs. After being at work all day, more than 8 hours a day with no days off, you get home to an
apartment full of cockroaches and rats. You call your landlord, and they promise to hire pest control but weeks go by and
nothing happens. Day after day you get home and, no matter how much you clean, the cockroaches and bugs are
crawling around your kids toys.  And even though they do nothing to fix problems, landlords are still able to raise the rent
however much they want, whenever they want. This affects people’s health and stress level, not feeling safe where they
live.

On top of everything else, we keep hearing about rents going up all the time. Often, landlords say “if you don’t like it, you
can leave” but that is not a solution. To leave one has to have enough money for a double deposit, and also be able to
afford a higher rent. How is a working person supposed to have $5000 on hand, all of a sudden? It is impossible.

Additionally, some landlords are charging $150 late fees. If things keep going this way, there will be many more people
evicted and without homes in our state.

One of our members asked: “Why don't they take care of their own property? They see us in need and promise fixes and
then they don't fix anything. It's a mockery. They say they need to raise rents to cover the materials for the repairs but
they never fix anything! How can it be that we have to live in such poorly maintained places and they keep raising our
rents like this?”

Having good cause and rent stabilization protections will mean that our members can ask for repairs knowing that they
cannot be displaced for asking. This way they can advocate for their rights to safe housing without fear of retaliation.

We must prioritize the wellbeing of tenants, so that every single person in our state has the safety of housing
stability. Let’s make it so that all residents, not just the wealthy few, have the resources they need to survive and thrive.

I strongly support a rent cap, but SB4 would be stronger with a 2.5% cap, coverage in between tenants, and the
expansion of good cause eviction protections.

Thank you.

Constanza Segovia
Hartford, CT


